Anesthetic management for cesarean section in a pregnant woman with impending acute liver failure--a case report.
Acute liver failure includes a constellation of clinical conditions resulting from rapid loss of hepatocyte function. The anesthesiologist may often be asked to anesthetize a patient with acute liver failure before the etiological entity of disease can be completely clarified. Most of the previous reports were concentrated in obstetric or hepatological periodicals. Reports about anesthesia for such patients are scanty. We present a case about a near term pregnant woman with a complication diagnosed as impending acute liver failure, who received total intravenous anesthesia for emergent cesarean section. Pros and cons of different anesthetic techniques for this condition are discussed.